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   Students will: • Listen and respond to stories, poems and nonfiction. 
• Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life 
experiences to the text. 
• Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 
• Participate in group discussions. 

3 L 1 
a 
g 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. (A) Explain 
the function of noun, 
pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and adverbs in general and 
their functions in particular 
sentences. 
(G) Form and use comparative 
and superlative adjectives and 
adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to 
be modified. 
 

Example: Class Discussion/Language 
Grade 3 Unit 1 
Ruth Heller has written a series of informational books that teach parts of speech. Remind 
students they learned about “nouns” in second grade. As you read the book Merry-Go- 
Round: A Book About Nouns by Ruth Heller, have the students listen for more  
information about nouns. Pause as you read to allow the students to share what they are 
learning or to ask questions. Review nouns, pronouns, and verbs using the Ruth Heller 
series. Create word banks for each part of speech and add vocabulary from class work to 
reinforce the application. 
 
Example: Class Discussion/Language Activity 
Grade 3 Unit 2 
Many Luscious Lollipops by Ruth Heller teaches about adjectives through several 
language lessons. Read this book to the class, covering a few pages a day so that students 
may incorporate what they learn each day into conversation and writing. Use the 
adjectives and adverbs (which are covered in another Heller book, Up, Up and Away) to 
build interesting sentences about the sea and in students’ own narratives. Be sure 
students can explain the function of each part of speech (adjectives and adverbs) and its 
use in literature, speech, and writing. 
 
*Examples continued on next page. 

 
~Parts of Speech Tales- 
The Princess and the 
Pronouns 
 
~Grammar Tales- The 
Planet without 
Pronouns, A Verb for 
Herb, The Bug Book 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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    Example: Language Activity/Graphic Organizer 
Grade 3 Unit 3 
Using Ruth Heller’s book Fantastic! Wow! And Unreal!: A Book About Interjections and 
Conjunctions, teach the coordinating (and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so) and subordinating 
conjunctions (after, before, when, while, since, until). Apply conjunctions by creating 
simple, compound, and complex sentences from a cause and effect graphic organizer. 
 
For example, consider the invention of the assembly line by Henry Ford. 
• What caused him to invent it? 
• What were the effects of the invention? 

 

 
Have students create cause and effect-related sentences orally, and then have them write 
the sentences down. Look for the use of coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in 
their work. 
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3 L 2ad
efg 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard english 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. (A) 
Capitalize appropriate words in 
titles. ( D)  F or m  a nd  u se  
po ss es s iv e s(E) Use 
conventional spelling for high 
frequency and other studied 
words and for adding suffixes 
to base words. 
(e.g. sitting, smiled, cries, 
happiness). (Q1-Q4) (F) Use 
spelling patterns and 
generalizations (e.g. word 
families, position based 
spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word 
parts) in writing words.(Q1-Q4) 
(G) Consult reference 
materials, including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings. 
(Q1-Q4) 

Students need regular exposure to appropriate conventions through direct instruction. 
The students should have a variety of opportunities to participate in capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling activities which increase in complexity through the year. 
Teachers can demonstrate the use of the conventions through modeling, identifying use 
in literature, and providing opportunities for correcting samples. 
Teachers identify conventions and spelling patterns in context as it appear in writing, 
speaking and literature. 
Teachers provide text with convention errors. Students will identify and correct errors. 
Students identify given conventions and spelling patterns in context. 
 
Example: Give students an appropriate grade level writing prompt : “Imagine that you are 
in Massachusetts with your family. You are on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and you 
are allowed to ride down a sand dune. Write a story about your experience, showing the 
actions, your thoughts, and your feelings through dialogue and description.” 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 4 
a 
b 
c 
d 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple- 
meaning word and phrases 
based on grade 3 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 
(A) Use sentence-level context 
as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. (Q1-Q4). (B) 
Determine the meaning of the 
new word formed when a 
known affix is added to a known 
word (e.g., 
agreeable/disagreeable, 
comfortable/uncomfortable, 
care/careless,  heat/preheat). 
(Q1-Q2) (C) Use a known root 
word as a clue to the meaning of 
an unknown word with the 
same root (e.g., company, 
companion). (Q1) 
(D) Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and 
digital, to determine or clarify 
the precise meaning of key 
words and phrase. (Q1-Q4) 

Students will segment multi-syllabic words into meaningful parts or build multi-syllabic words. 
Students will create a web showing new words formed from a known root. (struct: construct, 
construction, destruction, etc). Students will use illustrations or graphics to determine the 
meaning of unknown word. 
Students will use glossaries or student-friendly dictionaries to look up the word. Students will 
use context, information within a sentence or adjacent sentences, to determine meanings of 
unknown words. 
Source:  commoncore.org 
 
Example:  Language/Writing 
Grade 3 Unit 5 
Read several books that use idioms in the story (e.g., the Amelia Bedelia series) or a book that 
uses idioms as the text (e.g., Terban’s work). Then assign the students this prompt: “Choose 
an idiomatic saying. Draw a picture of the literal and figurative meaning of the saying. Write a 
short paragraph to explain to someone like Amelia Bedelia why it is important to know what 
the saying really means.” See here for more idioms. 
Source:  commoncore.org 
 
Example: Language 
Grade 3 Unit 4 
Divide students into groups of three or four and give them one of the key words (“people,” 
“Preamble,” or “presidency”). Ask them to write the word on a poster in large bold print. 
Then have them use their semantic maps to create symbols, pictures, and words (synonyms) 
that illustrate the rich meaning of each word. Hang the posters around the room to refer to 
throughout the unit. 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 5 
b 
c 

Demonstrate understanding of 
word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings. 
(B) Identify real life 
connections between words 
and their use (e.g. describe 
people who are friendly or 
helpful). 
(C) Distinguish shades of 
meaning among related words 
that describe states of mind or 
degrees of certainty (e.g. 
knew, believed, suspected, 
hear, wondered). (Q1-Q4) 

Teacher will list related words (synonyms) on separate cards and have student or groups 
of students place them in a continuum from one intensity to another (e.g., nervous, 
anxious, hesitant). 
Teacher will introduce words with both literal and non-literal meanings, as well as 
familiarize students with idiomatic language. 
Students will use thesaurus to build a journal of commonly used words or phrases to 
select from in their writing. 
Source:  commoncore.org 

 

 
Example:  Vocabulary/Thesaurus 
Grade 3 Unit 5 
Have students look up the word “know” in an online thesaurus. Create a horizontal line 
on the board with “wonder” at one end and “know” at the other. To show shades of 
meaning, discuss the placement of other “state of mind” words (i.e., the synonyms and 
antonyms of “know”) on the scale. Repeat this activity with verbs and /or adjectives (such 
as “warm”) that come up in student reading. 

 
~Amelia Bedelia- Literal 
and Non-Literal 
 
~Monsters can Mosey- 
Shades of Meaning 
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